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1 a ums like the -acſbrts which the f 


weight of accumulated taxes, the na- 


: tural . of war, will create à diſſa- 
tisfaction in the minds of many perſons, with 


their ſituations, and make them ready to look 


out for a ſettlement in a eountry here tlie 
may hope to obtain a mutual defence with a 
leſs expenee of government: at a time like the 
preſent, when peace is expected to retui 7 
bleſſing to our country, when a diſbanded 
army and navy will cauſe an overflowing of 


mn, a 


hands to all our manufactories, it Will be⸗ 
ome the duty of our Miniſters to encourage 


as much as r the agrieulture, mans n ; 


factories and commerce of» this country. 


15 


| . burthens, and to remain happy and | 
| contented in their reſpective ſituations. 


If care be not taken to cheriſh ſo laudable 
a purpoſe, we ſhall have the mortification of 


beholding our inhabitants flocking to that 
country, which has lately imbrued its fields 
with the blood of many thouſands of our un- 
happy countrymen; that country Which has 
been for ſome years the ſeat of horrid war; 


that country which has become depopulated, 
its villages deſerted, and its fields nn 
through want of cultivation. 
The time being eume when the e 7 
ence of America is in ſome meaſure acknow- 


ledged by this country, we already ſee allure- 
ments throw out to encourage the inhabitants 


of all nations We eee een - 
by that means to recover their country from 


the deſolation it has ſuſtained by the war, by 
draining various nations of their moſt uſeful 


inhabitants, without waiting for the ſloẽw in- 
creaſe of natural population. In doing this they 


ſhew themſelves as politic as they have been 


eee of the war, in which theß 
wantonl; rinſed human blood, and at 


tet 


to exert hem. This politic conduct in ther = | 
ought as much as poſſible to be counteractedl j; 
in order to prevent an emigration, which may | 
in the event prove more fatal to this country 
than the war itſelf. As falſe lights are al- 
ready held out to impoſe on the eredulous, it 
is the duty of every good citizen to draw 5 
the veil under which truth is eclipſed. . = | 
For theſe reaſons I am induced to r = | 
ſentiments before the public in a moſt candid 
and diſpaſſionate manner, anxious to expoſe 
an attempt of a late author to miſlead the peo-- 


ple, and to ſhew that the publication is a 1 
fraud, artfully diſguiſed, a and e to the ö . 
happineſs of the nation. all” 
After the domeſtic forgeries of a miduny _ 


Mane and a Chatterton, had been expoſed 
to public view by the acuteneſs, ingenuĩty, 
and learning of a Douglas, a Tyrwhitt, and 
a Warton; the peace of the literary world is 
again diſturbed by a new ſpecies of forgery, 
imported from the Continent of America, 
whoſe emiſſaries are endeavouring to ſow the 
fame ſeed in this country, which has been ſo 
much cultivated there, as to produce a total 
diſmemberment from the Britiſh: empire: a 
ea l winch the Americans will 
I: . 1 
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long repent) from a country which they 

qught to have bent every nerve to have en- 
| aged and ſupported; a country which 
| had been the means of cultivating their de- 
ſerts, po populating their colonies, providing for 
their neceſſities, defending them at the expence 
of immenſe treaſure and blood, and diſpoſing 
of the produce of their fields; whilſt the only 
advantage received in return, conſiſted in 
8 ſupplyin; g with our manufactures their wants, 
in general on more reaſonable terms than it 

was in the power of any other nation to do. 
Several of theſe forgeries have already ap- 
poking and whilſt the critic only examined 
them in reſpect to the accuracy of their lan- 
guage,” the poiſon has been permitted to 
ſpreacl to the groſs impoſition of the inatten- 
tive and credulous, whilft they n only ans 
4 cited tlie ricicule of the intelligent. 
Curious travels have beer publiſhed by 
orie Who had only viſited the nearer Ame- 
rican lakes, when acting as Ranger during the 
late war; and, like a true Utopian, deſcribed 
à country he had never ſeen, and conſequently | 

4 knew 1 no more of than what he collected from 
former publications, or traced in en _—_ | 
In winter ä 8 


& 


Tranf- 5 


„„ 'Y 
T ranſatlantic impoſition, we find, i is not 
pare ks to this country alone, for when we 
read the Abbe Robins account of the virtues 
and ſimplicity of the inhabitants of Connec- | 
ticut*, we, muſt. ſuppoſe. that he wrote only 
from bo own experience; a religious who con- 
ſcientiouſiy regards his oath of chaſtity, might 
retain. it in a convert, or a ſeraglio, and * 
fore have a right of extolling the virtue a 
modeſty of their reſpective inhabitants. 8 
The Abbẽ alſo tells us how much the in- 
habitants of France are improved, [at leaſt 
thoſe which they ſent to America, as they did 
not wiſh for any amendment in France] as 
they were © ſtrong, bony, tall, ſtaid, ſober, 
and almoſt grave men] and in the ſame letter 
he ſhews how much the good behaviour of 
the French had won the hearts of the Ameri. 
cans, ſo that the houſe in which the Abbe 
lodged happening to be on fire, as ſoon as it 
was known that it belonged to a Frenchman, 


»Les Americains ſont grands hoſpitaliers; ils wont qu'un : 
meme lit, Peſpouſe chaſte fut elle ſeule, le partage ſans re- 
mords et ſans crainte avec ſon. hdte: i. e. The Americans 
are very hoſpitable, and have but one bed, which the chaſteſt 
wife makes no ſcruple of ſharing with her- gueſt, even though 
her huſband be abſent, Vide TY 5 Tug for wh p. 


6 63 - 
not a man would come near to give any 
 aiſtance.” . 1 
The pleaſing, romantic manner in . 
the letters, faid to be the production of an 
American farmer, are written, is calculated 


to work upon the paſſions, and has gained 


them a credit in f the world, which will be 
with difficulty effaced by a dry writer of mere 
facts. The pen of this writer would make an 
Lriſn hut appear a palace moſt devoutly to be 
KD wiſhed; ſurrounded with a potatoe-garden ; 
their cow flowing with healthful lacteal 
ſprings, their care by day, their companion 
by night 3 for who, that is not deſtitute of 
common humanity, can refuſe that animal, 
from which he, derives ſuch conſtant en- 


RE Joyment, a Participation of all the benefits 


in his power. Their pig, which bleeds for 
them at Chriſtmas, and is perhaps the only 
mat they taſte in the whole year, it would 
weather, whilſt they lie warm on their ſtraw 
beds; an that ſmake, which may annoy a 
ſtranger, is of the greateſt utility to them in 
driving. away the Iriſn muſketoes [gnats] 
_ from, their habitations. And the ſalubrity 
: 9 this method of living is proved beyond 
„„ | doubt, 


©. 


e from the ſupply of hale, Mille men, 
annually exported from thence for the benefit 
and comfort of the antiquated maidens and 
young widows of the e | inhabitants 
of this metropolis. | 
In this manner the Wend e inhobitanes. 
of the barren iſlands of Nantucket and Mar- 
_ tha's Vineyard become the envy. of thoſe who 
enjoy every blefling which Nature kindly 
grants, and makes ſome perſons even willing 
to exchange for the refreſhing fragraney of 
Whale-oil, in the dirty town of Sherburn: 
this, added to the happineſs of marrying very 
young, and being ſoon left in a ſtate of 'wi- | - 
dowhood, even for years, whilſt the lovely 
object of her affection is only employed in 
the pleaſant, n ng AT Carr 
of whale-fiſhing. ' 1 gf | 
It is not my intention to mdtüge a vein'of 
irony, but to confine myſelf to facts, and ſhew - 
that this author was not an American born, 
as he pretends; that he never was a farmer 
there; that many things which he repreſents ; 
are falſe; that others, reported as recent 
b facts, are old, if not old women ſtories, cal- 
culated only to excite wonder and al 
niſhment. 


1 T 5 85 a. I fall 


„ 
1 fall not confine myſelf to any order, 
but Klee from the various parts of the work 
ſuch paſſages as I apprehend will convince the 
woll that the whole work is an impoſition; 
and perhaps may induce ſome others, who 
are better acquainted with America than my- 
ſelf, to examine more (reported as) facts, 
and to adminiſter an antidote to the poiſon 
2 6 contained i in this book, and be a means of 
refidering other books; of the ſame fatal t ten- 
dench, Hable to detection. 0 | 
be author, at p. 212, a Aerzen his 
native country; and in ſeveral Places boaſts 
of His paternal eſtate; whilſt it is a fact well 
nown, that he is a Frenchman, born in 
örmandy; that his reſidence was chiefly at 
New Vork, and there looked upon by the 
Loyalifts as no friend to Engliſnmen. 
Fo 2 chis author was not a farmer, 1 
(hall examine the internal evidence of the 
Letters and doubt not but they will afford 
ſufficient ade of the Geng inten tion of | 


; and 319 the oj of th book. 
8 Ths: 


1 


| The author deſcribes himſelf e a8 4 ample 

i of the earth, who had #9; other 5 
education than reading and writing; p. 22. 
* whoſe knowledge extends no further than 
to deſcribe our American modes of farming, 
our manners, and peculiar cuſtoms: p. 2. 
“ vhoſe library had been left him by his far . 
ther, «oboſe father brought them from Eng. 
land, and conſiſted moſtly of Scotch divinity, 
the Navigation of Sir Francis Drake, the 
Hiſtory of Queen Elizabeth, and a few miſ- 
cellaneous- volumes.” Thus educated in his | 

youth; thus ia g the plough during his 7 
manhood; thus accompliſhed, and thus fur- 
niſhed ves books, we find this frontier far. | 
mer introducing ſcraps. of Latin, which, 1 
rhough they ſnew no depth of erudition, yet 
they evince that the author has aſſumed a cha- 
racer which he ill ſupports: (p. 51.010 * 2 
panis, ibi * is the motto, ſays he, a 
all emigrants. “ He. becomes an Ameri- 
can, by being received into the broad lap of 
our great Ama Mater. A ſimple cultivator 
of the earth ought to have told a plain tale, 
without the brilliancy of imagination, or the 

N ornament of figures. But theſe letters diſco- | 
ver e characteriſie declamation of the 

e Fred 


( 10 ) 


mr, the frothy metapherv of the 
 rhetorician, and the diſtinguiſhing verbiage 


bo the petty philoſopher of France. 

{ If we enquire into the facts aſſerted in this 
book, we find ample room for doubt. —The 
introductory letter, which you mult ſuppoſe 


= have been written nearly 20 years ago, (as 
he ſecond takes notice of the circumſtance of 


the birth of the writer's firſt child, which the 
latter letters declare to be grown nearly mar- 
riageable). In the firſt place he gives you 
reaſon to imagine a matrimonial connection, 
(which very rarely, if ever, takes place) be- 
tween himſelf, ſeemingly an Independent, 
(as, his. miniſter is from Yale College, 

in Connecticut) and his wife (from her 

expreſſions, appears to be) a Quaker. 
Ta 7, ſhe mentions © the danger of his be- 


_ ing, ſuſpectell of telling the king's men abun- 


dance of things.” 1 ſhould not ſuppoſe that, 


- at that time, when we were fighting in de- 


fence of the Americans, that the very term of 


| King's Men was known, or if it were, cer- 
__tainly could not have been a reaſon for occa- 
foning any Jealouſy. 


An fetter 11, p. 24, > tells you, that, ſince _ 
the birth'of his child, his excurſions had not 
exceeded the bounds of his farm: and in the 

| 3 5 1 next 


_ K 
1 wa page he ſays, * whenever I go. abroad, it 
is always involuntarily ; and again at p. 33, 
he deſcribes a week's jaunt in the woods of . 
bee-hunting. Surely theſe are contradictions! 
At p. 27, his ſenſibility, is much hurt at the 
fight of an egg brought to the table; and 
whilſt he carries forward, his thoughts to che 
hen and chickens, and the bold, courageous 
cock, arrayed with the moſt majeſtic plumes, 
he forgets the acknowledgment he owes to the 
benignity of Providence, in making fowls fo 
_ prolific of the moſt ſalubrious diet; and that 
if every egg was to produce a young bird, in 
three years, the whole continent of America 
would not grow proviſion ſufficient for their 
ſupport. Is the ſame humanity ſhewn in 
not deſtroying the ſerpents, who derive their 
principal ſuſtenance from thoſe birds which 
feaſt his ears with the moſt delightful notes ? 
At p. 38, he celebrates the ſublime accents of 


the thruſh from on high. Had our author 


conſulted his friend Mr. John Bartram, the 
celebrated Pennſylvanian botaniſt, he would 
have informed him that the thruſh had 
never yet cheared the inhabitants of Pennſyl- 
vania with the warbling of its e bang 
a bird not known „ 
e 


N 
2 At p. 41. The inconſiſtency of keeping a | 
neſt of hornets in his -parlour, and even as 
playmates and companions for his children, 
will require no more than mentioning, to 
confute it; for, in a country where the ſting 
of all poiſonous inſects is rendered more dan- 
gerous in proportion to the increaſe of heat, 

the lives of his children muſt be in continual 
danger from an accidental hurt or affront. 
Ido not ſuppoſe that young hornets live on 
flies before they are able to provide for them 
ſelves, as the hornet is their laſt ſtate, in 
which they are produced from the grub in 
their full growth and ſtrength, as all flies, 
bees, &c. are; nor do hand live on n flies whilſt 
in the maggot ſtateeG. 

At p. 43, the author mourns that for the 
fake. of a little hay, whole ſubterraneous 
towns of yellow wafps ſhould be deftroyed, 
which he repreſents as animals to be much 
dreaded; and which fally forth with a fury and 
pelocity ſuperior to man.“ Thus, if all the 

inhabitants of ee alive to ſuch de- 
licate impreſſions as this farmer, the whole 
Tontinent might become inhabited only by 
makes, homnets; and Wa and the produce 
of it deſtroyed by poultry. By 
In Letter IX. our e ſpeaks « fo 


= great number of valetudinarians from the 
| Weſt. Jy 


SV. un) 


; Weſt-Indies, who ſeck for health at Chafles⸗ 
Town; a place where, “when they have no 


ſea-breezes, the ſun is too powerful; hefe 


« © they ſeek for the renovation of health, ex- 


'by the debilitating nature of their ſun; 
air, and modes of living.” The Weſt-In- 
dians too well know the ſalubrity of the mil- 

der elimate of New Vork, to ſeek health where 
it is not to be found. He then proceeds in 


giving a common- place account of negro 


ſlavery; but our author is very unhappy in 
introducing ſomething which muſt render the 
eredit of the whole doubtful. In this predi- 


cament is the ſtory of a ſlave ſuſpended in an 


iron cage; it is related in an affecting man- 
ner, but he forgot, that, alth ugh the puniſh- 


ment is ſometimes inflicted, it is always by the 
| fide of a public road, and not in a ſolitary grove. 
Letter X. gives an account of the various 
ly of the rat- 


kinds of ſnakes, and particula 
tle-ſnake, moſt of which is ſelected from 


one at p. 238, where he declares he had it 
from the mother and auidom of the victims. 


A Dutch farmer, in the Minifink went to 
mowing with his negroes, in his boots, a 


precaution uſed to prevent being ſtung. In- 
3 he trod on a ſnake, which im- 
mediately 


former publications. I ſhall only take notice : 
of two of the moſt remarkable ſtories; the 
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mediately flew 3 as: it 1 | 
back, in order to renew its blow, one of the 


negroes cut it in two with his ſcythe. They 


proſecuted their work, and returned home:; 


at night the farmer pulled off his boots and 


went to bed, and was ſoon after attacked 


with a ſtrange fickneſs at his ſtomach: he 


fuelled, and, before a phyſician could be ſent 
for, died. The ſudden death of this man 
did not cauſe much inquiry; the neighbour- 
hood wondered, as is uſual in ſuch caſes, and, 


without any further examination, the corpſe 
was buried. A few days after, the ſon put 


on the father 8 boots, and went to the mea- 
dow ; at night he pulled them off, went to 
bed, and was attacked with the ſame ſymp- 
toms, about the ſame time, and died in the 
A little before he expired the 


3 came, but was not able to aſſign what 
ſhould: be cauſe of ſo 1 


however, rather than appear wholly at a loſs 
to the country people, he pronounced both 


father and ſon to have been bewitched. Some 


weeks after the widow ſold all her moveables 
for the benefit af the younger children, and 
the farm vas leaſed. One of the neighbours, 
who. bought the boots, preſently put them 


an, and was attacked in the fame manner as 
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VS) 
che Ader nend been; but this mz 
being alarmed by what had happened; in u dhe 


other family, diſpatched one of her negroes 


for an eminent phyſician, who fortunately 
having heard ſomething of the dreadful affair, 
gueſſed at the-cauſe; applied oil, &c. and re- 
covered the man. The boots, which hat 


been ſo fatal, were then carefully examined: 
and he found that the two fangs of the Tant 


had been left in the leather, after 


vrrenched out of their ſockets by che ſtrength 
with which the ſnake had drawn back its 


head. The bladders, which contained the 
poiſon, and ſeveral of the ſmall nerves; were 


ſtill freſh, and adhered to the boot. The 
unfortunate father and ſon had been poiſoned 


by pulling off theſe boots, in which action 


they imperceptibly ſcratched the legs with 


the point of the fangs, through the hollow 

of which ſome 'of this haps. ra was 

| oye Yew wn 

N ſimilarity of the FORO fry to the 
| following, which was ſent over by Captain 


Walduck, and read before the Royal Society, 


Jan. 7,7 171 3-4» and to be found i in Sloane MS. 


No. 3339, in the Britiſh Muſeum, is ſufficient 


. to ſuppoſe it only varied by being frequently 
told; and perhaps, like many vulgar errors, 
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: 1 ) 
we may be a at a loſs to find mhene it derive 
its origin. 
mim Virginia 2 in . 3 5 
aua ving a pair of boots on, was bit by a rattle- 
|” ſhake through his boot, came home to his 
1 mwmiuoife and died; his boots were hung up in 
te houſe, and his widow married a ſecond 
 _ © _- huſband, who put on theſe boots; and by 
= | riding | a ſmall journey, complained with a 
A | pain in his leg, and likewiſe died. The boots 
1 were hung up again, and the woman married 
= the third huſband, who made uſe of the ſame 
_ boots; and the firſt time of wearing them 
18 complained, as the former, of a ſmall: tu- 
mor in his leg, and likewiſe died. Upon 
this the Surgeon cuts the boot in pieces, and 
found the tooth of the rattle-ſnake that bit 
| the firſt huſband, and did all the execution 
fince, as ſmall as a hair; they took it out with 
a Pair of forceps, and pricked a dog with it, 
that within a few hours died; the Surgeon 
took t the tooth, and ſome time after tried it 
upon another dog, and it did him no _ 
fwd, it was fuppoſed the ſnake was dead. 

4 The other, which 1 ſhall take notice of, is 
| at p. 245 the impollibility of a ſnake, only 
fix feet long, pulling down a ſtalk of hemp, 

up one of which the American Farmer had 
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| juſt before ehre, to ſee the amazing” con- 
flict between the two ſnakes, begun! in the 


adjacent field. 
In the viſit to Mr. Wap one great Ut 


covery is made, p- 2 56; that, by ſpreading 
old hay, ſtraw, and damaged fodder upon 
barren ground, it may be made fruitful.— 


There is no need to receive ſuch information 


1 from America But, p- 2 57, that the Red 
Clover, which! 18 only. a biennial plant, ſhould 
flouriſh three years on Mr. Bartram's eſtate, 

will require more evidence to gain our aſſent | 


than our author has produced. SPE" PR 
If we turn our attention to the object of 


the book, it will plainly appear to be de- 
ſigned , for the purpoſe of encouraging fo- 
reigners to emigrate and ſettle inAmerica; this 
appears in the dedication to the Abbẽ Ray- 
. you viewed theſe provinces of North 
America in their true light, as the aſylum of 


fr eedom, As the cradle of future nations, as 


the refug ge of di freſſed. Europeans, To exhibit 


this country as an aſylum for unſettled Eu- 
ropeans is certainly the principal deſign of 


the book; but as I have ſhewn that the ſtile 
1s by no means that of a 1 mple cultivator of | 


the, earth, and that many of the facts are 


miſy epreſented, I ſhall alſo ſhew, that the 


D offs 


1 5 1 18 v 
* objeds.. are deluſive, SY are held ant. to 
| Attraſt the attention of thoſe, who (perhaps 
1 they know not Why) are tired of living in a 
[1] country of freedom, and where the happineſs 
olf the people is the wiſh and attention of 
75 every branch of the adminiſtration. De 0 
| In the two firſt letters this deſign does not 
much appear; but in the third the maſk i is 
thrown aſide, in deſcribing what an American 
In this he deſcribes the feelings af 
| 5 Engliſhman, when he firſt lands in that 
Country, and what does he fay more than 
18 may be ſaid of eyery county in England, : 
=_ - which, without doubt, have been within the 
"nt - 1 last hundred years more improved, civilized, 
[lf and cultivated than America itſelf, and there 
= |: | Till; remains {| ufficient room for improvement 
3 for the! honeſt and induſtrious for ſome cen- 
111 tmutries to come; but ſome men are never con- 
TDDent with preſent happineſs, but are ever 
=: | purſuing the ſhadow whilſt they loſe the ſub- 
ftance. , 5 Others will not employ that induſtry 
in En gland, which they e cannot avoid! in Ame- 
rica, and had rather remain a burthen and 
5 diſgrace to their friends and relations, than d 
become uſeful members of ſociety, __ - ,_ 
At p. 46, he repreſents America, "0 not as 
re conſiſtin g of » Hint: Lon, who 


Pets 5 


K 5 5 


poſſeſs every thing, and a herd of people who 


have nothing. With refpe& to great Lord 


the country has not been inhabited long 


enough for many perſons to have amaſſed 
lordly eftates, but thoſe who have power 
. exerciſe it in the moſt tyrannical manner, 
both over their flaves, and thoſe who, per- 


haps, are if poſſible in a worſe fituation than 
their ſlaves, the poor diſtreſſed Europeans, 
who may have been' deluded with falſe pre- 


tences from their native hoſpitable' ſhore, 


to cultivate foreſts for their, perhaps, inhu- 
man maſters. At p. 56, our author ſhews 


; the progre eſs of theſe wretched emigrants, 


e qriven to the extended line of frontiers, 


ce there the laſt ſettlers dwell.” Ds There” re- 


mote from the power of exam ple, and the : 
check of ſhame, many families exhibit the 8 


moſt hideous parts of our ſociety.“ His 'fa- 


ther was one of this claſs, (if we may believe 


him) « who by good conduct and tempe- 


rance tranſmitted to me his fair inheritance, | 
"when" not above one in fourteen of his co- 
temporaries had the ſame good fortune.” 


"Emigrants ! you ſee the hope: of r- which 


you have a right to expect. 
After thus deſcribing the ſituation 1 650 emi- 


e at their Hirſt coming over, at p. 73 he 
„„ preſents 


F — 


vance. to the chai 
emulation of city youths, by recommending 
Rig e (OWN: ſucceſs for their example, and went 
4 cheangh the duties of his office with that pro- 
pPriety of character which always diſtinguiſhed 
him. Thus the ſucceſsful are held out for 


3 20 » 
1 us with quite a contrary. picture, 
and whilſt pages thus contradict each other, 


e know not-which to believe: but the young 
„unſtable in its opinions, warm in its 


enterpriſes, in imagination alrcady becomes 


a. ſucceſsful emigrant, and is thus hurried 


away to deſtruction. Too many of the inha- 
bitants of this country have been deluded by 


the tory of Whittington and his cat; a But- 
cher's {on becoming a Cardinal ; and a Black- 
ſmith a Prime Miniſter . with two late exam- 


ples of our Lord Mayors, one who, from a 
drawer, had nearly viewed the whole city in 


flames, and retained his femerity even in his 
ed ſtate; whilſt the other, on his ad- 
ir, endeavoured to raiſe the 


examples, whilſt the unfortunate are buried in 


oblivion. There are many whoſe misfortunes 
may not have been brought upon themſelves 
by any Want of care or induſtry, but looked 
upon by their friends as a ſufficient reaſon 


for neglecting them: thus neglected and re- 


dugg to the maſt Eng: diſtreſs, po- 


4 
Free : rerty, 
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verty, and: perhaps diſeaſe, are, as it wete, L 4 
obliged to have recourſe to wicked purſuits, vę 
for the ſupport of a wretched exiſtence; un. 


til Tyburn too Sequenly's relieves W from | 
their mien t on 1 
As och motive of Schr g nn 8 
the abandoned and diſſolute to ſeek their for- 00 
tune in America, our author holds out the | | | 


total want of religion, that coming amongſt . 
others like themſelves, they may purſue th eiii 
wicked courſes, and live without God in this 
world, or without the dread of him in a fu- 
ture. Thus, bi all means, be TOW" 70 ae 
Hr. 1 ie AT rug 
This ſhews the Ae of an eſtabliſhed” 
church, without which a total SI F | 
of all religion naturally takes place. 5 Fx 
_ - Our farmer aſſures us, p. 10, tha: tu — 
lived on the edge of the great wilderneſs, tliree 5 * 
hundred miles from the ſea, on the Pennſyl- 1 
vanian frontier, and he dates his epiſtle dedi- . 
catory from Carliſle. But had he tilled his | | 
lands in any part of Cumberland county, of $ 
which Carliſle is the ſhire town, he would {| | 
have known that for years before the preſent,” | - > | | 
war, there: was a continued line of ſettlements 1 Ul 
from the banks of the Delaware to tlie mar- 1 
Ein of the Ohio; that _ was diſtributed. 
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ward of Carliſe. 


0 
nd the goſpel preached, with as en regu⸗ 


larity at Pitſpurg, the F rench Fort du 


Queſne, Jas at Philadelphia; and the farmer, 


the merchant, and the lawyer, purſued their 


reſpective vocations with the ſame tranq uillity - 
near the fair — as in the vicinity of 


tte muddy Schuylkill. Ut: OL 
eh "Here, fin the i TY of Carliſle) 


our genuine farmer, p. 7, We have 


W ns war 10 deſolate our fields, fince the 


fen! troubles were not broke out when this 
Etter was written.” No! the French never 


z Engaged the favages by flatteries and prefents, 
to drive the Pennfylvanian ſettlers from that 


1 


r in 1753. W afhington himſelf was 


er en by the French and Indians in fort 
Neceſſity in 1754. Braddock was not de- 


ſeated and flain by them on the gth of July, | 


1555; Dunbar did not retreat with the re- 


mains of his army through Cartifte to Phila- 
delphia. The whole Frotitier" ſettlers did not 
adon their dwellings in diſmay, and retire 


10 the eaſtward of Suſquehannah, even to 


; er. No! yet our author was theh a 
Mari, and tilled the ground left by his father 
to him on the edge pi wy bag av yore welt- 
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Led away by an affectation of parade, 1 
ſingularity, our author avowedly ſets hiſtory 
at; defiance,, : and appears to rely on diſquiſi- 
728 PRE than 7 Fe Erde * 
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vinces, no 7 the ee ns manners 1 4 
ever tarniſhed their annals, their back ſettlers 
have been kept within the bounds of decency 
and government, by wiſe laws, and the i in- 
fluence of religion; of which, at p. 615 * 
ſuppoſes they will be ſoon deſtitute. . | Our 
Pennſylvanian farmer had never heard, it 
ſeems, of the murder of the St. Francis In 
dians by the frontier ſettlers of N ew Ha 
ſhire } in 1753, Which brought on the ſubſe 
8 quent war. No! the murderers were. not 
* eſcued from the officers of juſtice, in January, 
1754. by a, body of armed ruffians. Of the 
continued conteſts between the border ſettlers 
of Maſlachui ts-Bay and New Vork, our 
ſimple cultivator of the earth had never Pee 
told during his reſidence at... New Vork, 
The Sheriff of. Albany, with the power 
of the country, had never, it ſeems, been 


repulſed by the frontier inhabitants of Maß, 
ſachuſets-Bay during the laſt war with 
1 rance. Lord Loudan a not employ, in 
: Novem- . 
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N ovember, 1 17 56, the army, which had juſt 
returned from oppoling the F rench, to quell. 


5 civil war, which had proceeded to riot and 


bloodſhed between the provinces. | The army 
was not employed as it marched down from 
Canada, in 1765, to quell the Bennington ; 
mobs. The King's troops did not bring the 
rioters to New York gaol, that they might be 
brought to juſtice. The Connecticut people 
never marched acroſs New York and Jerley, 
and forcibly ſeized part of n 
No! n 
lt was a prejudice unworthy of a philoſo- 
Phical farmer to remark, p. 51, That the 
province of Nova Scotia is very thinly inha- 


| bite; that the power of the crown, in con- 


junction with the Muſquitos, had prevented 
men from ſettling there. Vet ſome parts of 
it flouriſhed” once, and it contained a mild, 
harmlefs ſet of people.” Our farmer, who 
is fond.of making reflections on nature and 
nature's laws, and doubtleſs being a judge of 
the fertility of the country, might have d- 
. covered, had the recital of truth been his ob- 
£ ject, that the barrennefs of the ſoil, and fog- 
gineſs of the atmoſphere, had been at all 
5 times the real obſtructions to the ee 5 
| of a | country, which, 2 t has been 
i | praiſed 
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priſe vy e tot , alyays - 


avoided by ſettlers.  _ 
It is unneceſſary for me to add any "ies 
more bn this ſubject, having, as T think, 


ſhewn ſufficiently the credit which this book | 


metits, and ſhall beg leave to remind the c cen- 


ſors of literary p productions, that they ought 'to 
be more careful of recommending books com- 
poſed of ſo many falſities, and fraught with 
ſucha fatal tendency., And as the jury, that 
great bulwark of our liberties, are jud ges of 


law as well as facts, ſo the jury of critics 


ought alſo to give their N of facts as 
well as language. | 


As a romance. this | book. will afford ſome 


amuſement to thoſe idle 1 eaders, who: are the | 


ſole, ſupport. of circulating libraries. To 


: ſuch repoſitories and to ſuch readers, [ wiſh 
to ſee the American Farmer's Letters * holy 
. conſigned, : 
Io check as * TY 4 poſſible | "the 12 
18 tal Aendengy, of lach püblications, cannot 


„ ©. 4 


3 of, our laws and liberties Ids no 


method ig more falutary, than by. making | ſuch 
wiſe laws, and giving | ſuch encouragement 1 to 


our agr iculture, manufactures and commerce, 
as ſhall provide ſufficient reſources for em- 
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ploying the nduſtty of all our people, -and 


enabling them to live contented with eir 
condition, wit 10 it wiſhing. to purſue roman- 
tic ſchemes, for the attainment of that ap- 
pineſs which they might enjoy at hox 
of Governments and the 
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